[Relation between plasma catecholamines, the severity of the liver disease and hemodynamics in patients with cirrhosis].
Plasma noradrenaline and adrenaline concentrations were measured in 75 patients with cirrhosis in order to attempt to correlate these concentrations and liver failure and hemodynamic changes. The increased noradrenaline concentration was not correlated with the degree of liver failure estimated by Pugh's classification, with the cause of cirrhosis, with the presence of acute alcoholic hepatitis or with the presence of ascites. Adrenaline concentration was higher in cirrhotic patients with acute alcoholic hepatitis than in those without these lesions. Noradrenaline concentration was significantly correlated with heart rate, wedged hepatic venous pressure and renal blood flow. Noradrenaline concentration was also negatively correlated with stroke volume and adrenaline concentration was negatively correlated with cardiac output and stroke volume. These findings confirm the relationships between portal hypertension, sympathetic hyperactivity and renal function in patients with cirrhosis.